
How CDC works

653 
Businesses in Africa. 

Providing 253,000 jobs

£1.2bn 
New investment 

commitments  
by CDC in 2016

1.29m 
The businesses we 

invest in helped create 
almost 1.29 million new 
direct and indirect jobs 

£4.8bn
Today CDC has total  
assets of £4.8bn

£2.0bn
10 years ago CDC had  
total assets of £2.0bn

342 
Businesses in South Asia. 

Providing 396,000 jobs

CDC is the UK’s development finance institution (DFI), wholly owned 
by the UK Government. We have a dual objective: to support growth 
and jobs that lift people out of poverty, and to make a financial 
return, which we reinvest into more businesses. In this way, we use 
our capital over and over again to help create the jobs and economic 
stability that will enable countries to leave poverty behind.

These 
businesses 
create jobs

Pay local taxes

And make a 
return for CDC

Provides 
investment and 

support

To grow 
businesses in 

Africa and 
South Asia

7%
Between 2012-2016 we made 
an average annual US 
dollar return of 7 per cent 
(12.9 per cent in sterling)

69k GWh 
Our infrastructure investments  
in Africa and South Asia provided 
over 69,000 gigawatt hours (GWh) 
to electricity customers in 2016

$4.1bn
In 2016, CDC-backed businesses 

in Africa and South Asia  
paid $4.1bn in local taxes

Provide 
essential goods 

and services

These returns 
are recycled  

into new 
investments


